Heart of the Industry Award - 2024

In 2007, Chanel Bellotto inherited Lakeland Skate World from her late father, Adonis
Dedes. Little did she know that she would face a daunting challenge: a barrage of lawsuits,
a harsh reality for roller skating rink owners in Florida. With the state ranking 46th for its
unfriendly business climate and insurance premiums soaring 40% higher than the national
average, the odds seemed stacked against them. No stranger to the political world, Bellotto,
a Florida Southern College graduate, had previously served as an executive assistant to
former U.S. Representative Adam Putnam of Bartow gaining invaluable political acumen.
Drawing on her experience and determination, Bellotto spearheaded a concerted effort to
change the narrative. Pooling resources with like-minded individuals, Florida rink owners,
and RSA members nationwide, Bellotto engaged the services of lobbyist Lisa Hurley from
the esteemed Tallahassee firm, Smith, Bryan, and Myers. Together, they crafted legislation
aimed at providing roller skating rink owners with much-needed protection through an
assumption of risk bill. Bellotto emerged as a driving force, coordinating efforts, informing
members of critical developments, and tirelessly advocating for the cause. Alongside
dedicated advocates like Bobby Bentley, she testified before both the House and Senate,
passionately articulating the importance of the proposed legislation to her family and
community. After years of perseverance amidst the challenges posed by the pandemic and
failed tort reforms, Bellotto's unwavering commitment bore fruit. In the 2023 legislative
session, she collaborated with lobbyists to secure sponsors for standalone bills in both the
House and Senate. Under the stewardship of Rep. Susan Placensia and Sen. Clay
Yarborough, the House and Senate bills received bipartisan support, navigating through
various committees with resounding success, and passed both the House and Senate
unanimously. Placensia’s bill aptly recognized roller skating as a “wholesome and healthy
family activity” deserving of protection. It underscored the inherent difficulties faced by
rink owners in obtaining affordable liability insurance coverage. On May 2, 2023, Florida
joined Alabama, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina,
Ohio, South Carolina, and Texas in passing legislation aimed at safeguarding roller skating
rink operators. The Roller Skating Rink Safety Act, codified as 768.395 ES., heralded a new
era of safety, shared responsibility, and prosperity for Florida rink owners. In recognition
of her tireless advocacy and transformative leadership, Chanel Bellotto rightfully earns the
2024 Heart of the Industry Award. Her dedication exemplifies the spirit of resilience and
collaboration, ensuring a brighter future for roller skating rinks across Florida and beyond.



